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                          KG SMOKE SIGNAL                 

October / November 2010


Fall is here, most of the crops are in and it feels like it’s been a long time since I’ve written a monthly newsletter.


Let’s start with a recap of this year’s Keck Gonnerman Show. If you missed the show the weather could not have been better. Our club members mowed all the Fair Grounds again this year before the show and I can say it never looked better! Thanks to everyone who brought their Mowers, Weed Eaters and Rakes. Thursday night the grounds were starting to fill up.


Quilt Show:

The ladies had the Quilt Show ready to go with 100 Quilts hung for all to see. Our ladies really put a lot of time into getting these in, tagged, pinned and set up. Thank you to everyone that helped getting the poles and the Quilts up. I have been to many different Antique Tractor Shows but I have never seen a Quilt Show that compares to ours. Thank you for your contribution of time and putting up with us men for that weekend. Thank you Donna Creek and Linda Temme for chairing the activities and all our other ladies that helped in the Community building  

Craft and Flea Market Vendor:

Thanks to Sarah Pierce for chairing the Craft and Flea Market vendors this year. Sarah had a nice wide variety of craft 

with misc. vendors. We have seen an increase in vendor participation and everyone likes the hospitality that Sarah showed each and every vendor. All of the vendors were happy with what they sold and will be back next year bigger and better.. We have already handed out 2011 flyers to potential vendors at Elnora IN. and Salem IL. Shows and received good feedback from prospective new vendors

Tractor Pulls:

Friday night exhibitor Tractor pull had over 160 hooks between ATV, Garden Tractors and Antique Tractors and the stands were full of spectators. The ATPA pull on Saturday night could have used a few more Tractors and Trucks, but we had over 60 hooks and our members came through and re-pulled some exhibitor tractors to make the show last longer and plus have some fun with bragging rights. Thank you to all the Tractor Pull workers, track preparation, our Ladies that announce, our sponsors and pullers. This is a big money maker for the club and we couldn’t do it without you.

Food Vendors:

Saturday was our big day, but unlike other years we had the problem of finding parking for all the cars and crowd. The Threshermen’s Dinner at noon was a big success and a big thanks to Velma Hein for getting the dinner put together. The Johnson United Methodist Church ran out of Fried Chicken twice. That tells you what kind of crowd we had! 

The Mt. Zion General Baptist Church had a booth selling fried bologna sandwiches, chips, cakes, cookies, home made ice cream and soft drinks in the vendor area, which really helps so the vendors can get something quick and don’t have to leave their stands for a long time.

The Country Kitchen was also very busy keeping the crowds fed. They had their normal stand at the bottom of the hill by the barns and another tent stand with drinks, chip and burgers at the pulling track. By the end of the show they were very close to running out of food.

Working Demonstrations:

Andy Glines built a fire in his Steam Engine and Jeff Goad started his Keck Gonnerman Tractor and the Wheat Thrashing began. We had three separators at the show this year with two belted up at all times. Thank you goes to Manford Kern and Bill Williams for donating the wheat with the profit going to the club.

We had a large crowd gather around the new Sawmill building wanting to see some sawdust fly. We had some problems with the blade on the mill but Jim Droege, Andy Glines and Mike Ice worked on the mill and fine tuned it. Thanks to Mike Ice’s quick thinking, we went to the Princeton’s club and got their saw blade. Jim, Andy and Mike had the mill working great on Saturday and Sunday. We are now looking for a couple of used blades to have a spare. We want to thank Charlie Seifried again for donating the Sawmill, as it will be a great addition to the show. Thanks to everyone’s hard work for making it happen this year.

Friday’s activities started with a visit with the Posey County Rehabilitation tour. Thanks to Dave Morlock for driving the Trolley and explaining all the activities to the visitors. We also had a visit from some home schooled kids on Saturday afternoon to watch the Wheat Thrashing, CJ Sauer gave a blacksmithing demonstration for the kids, Mike Ice showed them his draft horses and how they respond to his commands with words he uses to control them at work. Jim Droege explained how the Sawmill worked from logs to the final boards. Thank you Gentlemen for your knowledge and time with the kids and parents.

The new Keck Gonnerman Train made it to the show this year but had a few problems that we need to work out. All the little kids and Bill Esche had a great time playing on the train. Thanks to Billy Chris Williams, Brian Pierce, Bill Esche and Don Temme for helping to get the train running, and to Troy Breese for bringing it home and Rodger McCormick for donating it to the Club.

Misc. Items

The Club sold all this years T-shirts and ran out of dash plaques and had to order a few more plaques. If you didn’t receive your dash plaque, I have a list and will send it with your Newsletter; if I miss someone please let me know. We still have 2011 Keck Gonnerman Club Calendars for sale at $5.00 each. The calendar has all the area show dates and some activities around New Harmony and Mt. Vernon the Club attends. The total gate and dollars for the show was up from last year. (If you want to hear the numbers you’ll have to come to the meeting) We can still use more members at the gate to take money. We had more help this year than before but we only ran the main gate. The Boy Scouts helped again working both gates this year from late afternoon until closing time. The club voted to make a donation to each troop. The Scouts help really gives us a break and enables us to have a little fun at the Tractor Pulls. When you see the Scouts, Thank them and buy some popcorn from them, it’s good. Thanks to everyone that came out with their tractors and helped work the Show activities, and cleaned up after the Show.

New 2011 Show Ideas:

The last meeting it was decided to have a Farm Toy show in the old Exhibition hall at next years Show. Sarah Pierce had a man approach her from Mt. Vernon Illinois who said he could fill the building with Toy Vendors. This means we need to advertise in the Toy Farmer to get the word out. We talked about a Car Show on the Sunday of the Show with trophies for the best Ford, GM, Mo-Power, Truck, Motorcycle, People Choice and Best of Show. Both of these added activities to the Show will draw a larger crowd and bring people to our vendors on Sunday until 3:00 pm. Please keep these new activities in mind and if you have any other ideas, let us hear from you. (We still need some Music, Chain Saw Carvers and more)

Past Events:


The Mt. Vernon River Days had weather problems, as it didn’t rain on that Saturday but it sure looked like it could. River Days is growing and will be bigger next year. Water Street and the New River Front were full of Bar-B-Que with the smell all over town. They had F

Fall vendors with all kinds of booths and just about every Politician you could think of walking around shaking hands and kissing babies. We didn’t have our display on the street but we had 7 members in the Parade that evening. Thanks for bringing your tractors out.

The New Harmony Kunstfest had the largest turnout it has ever had with over 100 vendors. We had 8 tractors at the display on Saturday and 6 on Sunday. Everett Hein drove his Model T Doctor’s Coupe in and had a lot of people stop and talk to him about the car. All the kids had a great time getting their pictures taken on the tractors. (I still have handprints to prove it) Thank you for taking time to bring your tractors and your car to the show.
Up Coming Events: 

The D.O.T. meeting will be held at Princeton fair grounds Oct 14 at 7:00 pm. We will hear the legal way to haul tractors to shows or picking up from your new equipment purchase. Information on Chaining / Booming requirements to weight restrictions. This meeting was set up by Dave Morlock for our Club, Gibson County club and the SIAM club from Vanderburgh County. Thanks, Dave, for taking the time to set up the meeting.

The Harmonie State Park will have their Craft Show Oct. 16 starting at 9:00 am and would like to have us show our tractors and cars again this year in front of the swimming pool. Bring you lawn chair and join us for some good food and good times (If you bring your swimsuit, I’ll buy your ticket to go swimming in the pool all day).

Plow Day is set for November 13th at 9:00 am at the Elliott farm again in New Harmony. Bring your Mules, Horses, Garden Tractors and Antique Tractors. We will unload in the pasture and plow across the road. The lunch, drinks, bowl, plates and silverware will be provided by the Club. Please bring a covered dish or desert to share. We always have a good turnout and it keeps growing every year. I hope to see you at both events.

Remember your dues were due at the Show. Please check you card for the date you are due. A form is attached below to this Newsletter to mail in. We don’t want to loose you now because nonpayment of you dues. We’re just starting to roll. Mailing is what your dues mainly pay for if we don’t have your E-mail address.
UP COMING DATES TO REMEMBER

Oct. 7th @ 7:00 Pm Regular Meeting Night at the Fair Grounds

Oct. 14th @ 7:00 Pm DOT Tractor Hauling Meeting at the Princeton Fair Grounds 

Oct. 16th @ 9:00 Am Harmonie State Park Craft Show

Nov. 4th @ 6:00 Pm Board Meeting Night at the Fair Grounds

Nov. 4th @ 7:00 Pm Regular Meeting Night at the Fair Grounds

Nov. 13th @ 9:00 Am Plow Day at the Elliott Farm in New Harmony 
SEE YOU AT THE ABOVE ACTIVITIES!                                                                                 Michael Blackburn

                                                                                                                                                        Home Phone# 1-812-838-1785

                                                                                                                                                        Cell Phone# 1-812-270-0889 
KECK GONNERMAN MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please Print Clearly

NAME_______________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________

CITY_______________________________________________________ZIP______________________

E-MAIL_______________________________________________ Date Received________________

DUES ARE $5.00 PER YEAR PER PERSON. 

SEND DUES PAYABLE TO KECK GONNERMAN 

MAIL TO: KECK GONNERMAN MEMBERSHIP

C/O Brian Pierce 

               975 Durlin Road

                          New Harmony In 47631
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