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                          KG SMOKE SIGNAL                 

February/March 2010

It’s 2010 and the 20th Anniversary for the Keck Gonnerman Antique Machinery Association!

The last newsletter was in November, before the Christmas Dinner. If you didn’t make it to the dinner you missed a fun evening. Ham donated by Books and Treasures with Grandy’s Fried Chicken and a smorgasbord of side dishes / deserts were enjoyed by around 140 people. As in past years, after the meal, John Pate was our Auctioneer. Thanks to all that brought an item to be auctioned off and to the people who generously purchased the items. This year’s Auction raised over $2100.00.

Saturday, Dec 5 was the New Harmony Christmas Parade. The Club was present with 4 tractors, along with Lynn Schaeffer’s Toy Model T, and Everett Hein in his Ford car. Thanks to the members that took the time to come out that cold morning to represent Keck Gonnerman.

Saturday Dec 12 was Building Day at the Fair grounds with Captain Bill Esche in charge of the troops that day. When I got to the Fair Grounds at 7:00AM that morning, the ground was frozen and I wondered how the posthole digger would like this? By 8:00AM there were 28 people with Trucks, Tractors, Loaders, and a Semi and Trailer with a Man Basket and two Lull Lifts all ready to go to work. By lunch the all the posts were set with the headers nailed on and the trusses section were built. We stopped at noon to eat lunch of home made Chicken Noodle Soup with Grilled Cheese and ham. At dark, when the day finished, there stood the new sawmill Building frame work. There are still a few purling and wind braces before we install the tin for the roof but to put up the frame work in one day was incredible. Thank you, Captain Bill, for coordinating the manpower, equipment and getting the building up. Thanks to everyone that brought their equipment for the day. Keep in mind as soon as the weather breaks, there will be another work day to install the bracing and roof. We’ll discuss the roof at the next meeting on Feb 4 at the Fair Grounds @7:00pm.


Dec. 28, I made a trip to Wooldridge MO. to inspect and take pictures of a train that member Rodger McCormick has donated to the club. The train body with a coal car for people to ride in has rubber tires and will be great publicity for the club in parades and the show grounds. When I arrived, I found the train to be in good shape but the seats in the coal car needed to be recovered from setting outside and the train and car were frozen to the ground. I talked Paul Maurer about getting the train home. Paul said He and Glen Parker were coming back that way and would try to load it on their way through. When they arrived the train was still frozen to the ground so instead of tearing something up, they decided it would be best to come back at a later date to bring it home.


Elections of officers were held Jan 7. With Brian Pierce as Vice President, Don Julian as Treasure, Dennis Herrmann as Secretary and yes, you’re stuck with me, Mike Blackburn for President again this year. I want to thank the Membership, Officers, and Board of Directors for all your support this past year. All of you make my job easier.


Remember the 2010 Keck Gonnerman 20th Anniversary Show is not that far away. Sarah Pierce has volunteered to be the chairperson of the craft/flea market this year. Gate/Parking, Live Music and is in need of Chairpersons. If you are interested, or have ideas for the show, please call me and we’ll discuss some ideas. Is a Car Show on Sunday out of the question? We have 275 active members! Imagine what kind of show we could have with everyone involved

Dates to Remember!

February 4 @ 6:00 Keck Gonnerman Board Meeting to set the clubs yearly activity Dates 

February 4 @ 7:00 Keck Gonnerman monthly meeting

March 4 @ 7:00 Keck Gonnerman monthly meeting

UNTIL THE NEXT KG SMOKE SIGNAL                                                            Mike Blackburn

                                                                                                                                1-812-838-1785
